* The White Elephant *
In the course of the afternoon workmen were or-
dered to run up a temporary stable. Though Yazathing-
yan was hastening the preparations for the return jour-
ney to Pagan, which was fixed to begin on a propitious
day at the end of the following week, it was thought
worth while to gild the stable walls and to make a little
work of art of the roof. There, bedded in fresh rice-
straw, the calf was made comfortable. Besides a regular
service of wet-nurses, a domestic staff, a band and
dancers were engaged.

On the morning of departure the elephant under-
went a special toilette. Maids had given it an early bath.
It had been soaped all over, carefully dried and then
scented. A red cloth was put on its back and a triple
string of pearls round its neck. Its trunk had been gilt.
When being led to the wharf two girls held umbrellas
over it, while its band played and dancers tripped along-
side. A contortionist clown somersaulted ahead in an
effort to amuse it, while his opposite fell heavily in the
dust, making such innuendos about the wet-nurses as to
cause the dancers to strike him playfully with thek
fans.

By the wharf was moored a raft, laid across two
boats, on which was a pavilion with a seven-tiered roof.
The roof was thatched with flowers woven in patterns
representing the Eight Precious Symbols of the Bud-
dha. The sides of the pavilion were hung with crimson
velvet curtains. On the floor were mats of the finest tex-
ture. The elephant was embarked with its staff. There-
after the King and the whole court embarked. To the
stern of the elephant's raft a number of ropes of differ-
ent kinds and lengths were attached. Those in the
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